
 

 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves 
do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

         Psalm 1:3 

December Sermon Series 
 

• Dec. 3    It’s a Wonderful (New) Life 

   Isaiah 43:16-21 Revelations 21:1-6 

• Dec. 10  What Rudolf the Red Knows  

   Isaiah 9:2-7 John 1:1-18  

• Dec. 17   Sympathy for the Grinch 

   Isaiah 52:1-5 Luke 1:67-78 

• Dec. 24  A Charlie Brown Christmas (Eve) 

  10 am Family-friendly Service, 8 pm & 11 pm Traditional  Service  

   Isaiah 61:1-3 Luke 2:1-20  

• Dec. 31  New years Eve Service 

   10 am single service  
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NCPC Staff 
 

David Casson, Lead Pastor 

Kurt Helmcke, Associate Pastor 

Lolly Brasseur, Music Director 

Molly Pankow, Childcare Coordinator 

Nathan Wagner, Children’s Ministry 

Sean Lian, Youth Ministry 

Trinity Moffat, Office Supervisor 

Terry Summe, Finance Manager  

Hal Hunt, Choir Director 

Bryan Venn, Sound Technician 

Theresa Bodewig,  Office Assistant 

Michael Mallant,  Facilities Coordinator 

Johnson Pham, Custodian 

Paul Jaton , Custodian 

Pastors Pen 2 

Youth Ministry  3 

Parents Night Out 4 

World Christian Movement 5 

Come Join the Prayer Team 6 

Other News 7 

Operation Christmas Child  8 

mailto:church@northcreekpres.org
mailto:david@northcreekpres.org
mailto:kurt@northcreekpres.org
mailto:lolly@northcreekpres.org
mailto:molly@northcreekpres.org
mailto:nathan@northcreekpres.org
mailto:sean@northcreekpres.org
mailto:trinity@northcreekpres.org
mailto:terry@northcreekpres.org
mailto:hal@northcreekpres.org
mailto:media@northcreekpres.org


 

 

A “Special” Advent at NCPC 
 

 
 

During what are often called “the holidays” there’s a default attitude 

among many Christians toward our culture’s secular celebration of 

Christmas: disdain.  This makes some sense.  Most of us would be at a 

loss to explain just what the commercial excess of Black Friday, for 

instance, has to do with the story of that child in the manger.  If we’re 

honest, there are some rather sick elements of our pop-culture 

Christmas (and more often than not we’re a part of them). 

 

But this Advent we as a congregation are going to take a different approach to the secular rituals of the season: 

curiosity.  Instead of dismissing the American pop-culture celebration of Christmas, we’re going to hunt around 

in it searching for hints, reflections, echoes, of what we all know is the true Christmas Story.  You see, C.S. Lewis 

claimed that every truly great story ever told by those in any human culture—all the great folklore and 

literature—always reflects in some way The Story (as in, Story with a capital “S,” the Story of God’s incarnation 

in Jesus Christ).  His claim is that humans can’t help it.  Because every person is hard-wired with a primal 

longing for God, whenever we express our deepest aspirations (especially in story or myth) it ends up reflecting 

in some way or another what Lewis calls the “true myth” of the Christian Gospel. 

So throughout Advent we’re going to test that thesis by going straight to the bards of 

our American pop-culture Christmas: the classic 1960’s TV specials with which most of 

us grew up.  Could it be that the Story of Jesus shines so brightly that its glow shows up 

even in the secular stories of It’s a Wonderful Life, Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, 

The Grinch, and A Charlie Brown Christmas?  I think so.  With a bit of imagination and 

some good humor, I’m convinced that by looking for the presence of the Incarnate 

Christ even in the televised “myths’ of our secular Christmas, we will find we 

rediscover the real Christmas in a new way. 

So join us each Sunday in Advent as we prepare our hearts for the most “special” Story of all, the Story of a God 

who loves the world so much he would step into the middle of it, good news of great joy for all the people. 

  

 

Grace & peace, 

        Pastor David 

 

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together 

                                                                                                           – Isaiah 40:5 
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Youth  3 
 

 In response to the devastation left behind 

by Hurricane Harvey, North Creek Youth Ministries 

is preparing a team bound for Houston,  

August 5-11 2018.  Our mission is to help rebuild 

homes of families in need through the partnership 

of Fuller Center for Housing.   

  The cost and commitment of such a trip is 

no small thing, so team members have been 

directed to begin with prayer, complete an 

application and undergo an interview in 

preparation for this mission.  I am excited to share 

that we will be introducing our team members to 

the church at our 9AM and 11AM services on 

Sunday, December 3rd.  There our team will seek 

the gracious support of the church in which there 

are two primary ways to show support.   

The first is to pray.  The importance of prayer 

cannot be overstated.  We are seeking to follow 

the Holy Spirit’s leading, so prayer is essential for 

us to be in step with His plans.  The second way to 

show your support is to consider helping fund our 

mission experience.  Over the next several months 

there will be several fundraisers organized by the 

Houston team, but of course a donation can be 

made any time toward our team.  Checks can be 

made out to North Creek with “Youth Missions” on 

the memo line.   

Thank you and stay tuned for more updates along 

the way. 

 

                           

 

 

                              In Christ, 

                              Sean Lian 

YOUTH MISSION EXPEREINCE 2018 



 

 

Parents Night Out 4 

 
Drop off the kids and enjoy an evening out! 

Saturday, December 16  
Anytime between 5:00-9:00pm 

A safe evening out provided by North Creek Presbyterian Church 

For more info and to sign up, visit 
www.northcreekpres.org or contact 
Sean Lian at 
sean@northcreekpres.org. 

Youth Fundraiser 
Proceeds go to the Houston Youth Mission Team 



 

 

The Premier Mission Learning Experience is Coming to Our Neighborhood! 

 

Perspectives on the World Christian Movement 
 

Hosted by NORTHWEST CHURCH 
19820 Scriber Lake Road in Lynnwood 
 
Monday nights, January 8-May 7, 2018 
6:30-9:30 p.m. 
 

A coordinating team from seven churches in the North Sound welcomes you and your church to participate!  
A strong roster of 15 instructors will teach the four sections (Biblical, Historical, Cultural, Strategic) and 15 
lessons. 
 
This Perspectives class can be taken at three levels: Certificate ($275), Key Reading ($275) or Credit ($525).  
Discounts and partial scholarships are available. Perspectives alumni can take this class at minimal cost. 
 
Learn more details and sign up on our class website:  
http://bit.ly/LynnwoodPerspectives2018 
 
Childcare for school-age children is planned through Northwest Church.  
Contact Calhoun.Sue@gmail.com for information. 
 
Direct other inquiries to Trish King at LynnwoodPerspectives@outlook.com 
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Have you ever been 
the recipient of 
prayer from one of 
our intercessor 
prayer team 
members? If you 
have you know first 
hand what a 
comfort that is. 
Every Sunday one 
or two of our team 
members goes up 
front after the 
service to pray for 
people who come 
forward with 
special prayer 

requests. What an honor it is to pray for them. You could ask any one of our team members and they will tell you 
that it is blessing to pray for these people that are in need of comfort and encouragement.  
Consider joining our team. Don’t worry if you travel or are gone certain times of the year. We work around 
schedules. If this is something you would like to consider please contact Marcia.  
She will help answer your questions. 
Marcia: 425-879-6730 or marcia.christ62@gmail.com 

Come Join The Prayer Team!  6 

  

Our Boy Scout did a great  

job with their food drive for 

our local food bank! 

 

Thank you! 

 

Keep up the great work! 

Boy Scouts  

mailto:marcia.christ62@gmail.com


 

 

A Special Christmas  

 

 

It’s a Wonderful Life, Rudolph, The Grinch, Charlie Brown . . . 

Four classic TV specials now part of our culture’s annual observance of Christmas. Join us this December 

as we listen for hints of the real Christmas story whispering through these TV classics. 

 Make it a “special” Christmas with us . . . 

• at our family-friendly Pre-Advent Party  

      Saturday evening December 2
nd

, 5-7 pm  

• in worship Sundays at 9 & 11 am 

• through our Christmas Choir Concert  

       on Saturday December 9
th
 at 7:30 pm  

• on Christmas Eve at one of our services  

       — a 10 am family-friendly service  

       — an 8 pm classic Christmas Eve service  

       — or a more contemplative 11 pm service with communion 

Family Service 
Opportunity 
 

Matthew House and NCPC partner again.  

Matthew House is an organization that "provides 

hope and healing to families of those incarcerated." 

Share God's love with children whose parents are 

incarcerated by participating in a giving tree. Find the 

tree in the Narthex and take a tag off the tree for age 

& gender of child. Please limit the amount of the gift/

gift card to $25 or less. Drop the unwrapped gifts/gift 

cards off at the office by 12/14 or under the Tree in 

the Narthex on Sundays. 

 

Questions contact Randye Barsotti  

425-273-0867 

Or RLBarsotti@MSN.COM 

Other News                    
 
 

 

Prayer is of transcendent importance, for it is the 

mightiest agent to advance God’s work.....only 

praying hearts and hands can do God’s 

work.....prayer succeeds when all else fails. 

Prayer has won great victories and has rescued, 

with notable triumph, God’s saints when every 

other hope was gone.  

 

-Prayer Ministry  
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Prayer Ministry  



 

 

To register, click here to download registration form or contact RMWN by email  Renewalministries@live.com  
or by phone 425-361-7953 

Epiphany celebrates Jesus coming as the Light of God. The story of the Magi sets the course for our lives in 2018. 
While their journey begins with wonder and a desire to follow the light to a new kind of king, the light they are fol-
lowing is momentarily obscured from their view. What can we learn from these central elements of light,  
desire, and movement in their story? 

 Facilitated by Rev. Denise Easter & Rev. Dianna Kunce  
North Creek Presbyterian Church 

621 164th St. SE, Mill Creek, WA 98012 
Cost: $40 (snacks included) 

Operation Christmas Child 8 

Renewal Ministries Northwest  

 Our Annual, Operation Christmas Child drive, just 
finished and I am so thrilled to report that this year, North 
Creek Presbyterian packed 110 gift boxes that will be sent out 
around the world!  Last year we packed around 80 boxes and 
our goal this year was 100 boxes so we exceeded our goal 
and packed about 30 more boxes than last year. It is so neat 
to see families, children, grandparents, seniors, and people of 
all ages and walks of life get excited about Operation 
Christmas Child and pack a box for a child they will probably 

never meet.  It’s a great way for us to learn about and care 
for others in our world and to give away some of what God 
has given us.  I hope this experience has been a joyful 
learning experience for you and your family.The work of 
Operation Christmas Child is far from over.  Please pray for 
the next few months as your box is processed and sent out 
into the world.  Pray for the child and family that receives it, 
that it might be a blessing ,but also a door to learning the 
good news of Christmas, that Jesus has come and offers us 
salvation.  If you printed a shipping label and attached it to 
your box don’t forget to follow it and see where it goes.   
Thank you for participating and giving during Operation 
Christmas Child, it’s truly a blessing to see the generosity and 
joy of North Creek Presbyterian, and I hope that you have 
been blessed as much as I have through this ministry. 
 
  
            In Christ,        
                            Nathan Wagner 
                         Children’s Ministry Director 

http://renewalminnw.org/retreats/
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